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When we Americans have faced down impossible odds; when we’ve been told we’re not ready, or that we
shouldn’t try, or that we can’t, generations of Americans have responded with a simple principle that sums
up the spirit of a people. Yes we can. Yes we can. Yes we can. It was a principle written into the
founding documents that declared the destiny of a nation. Yes we can. It was whispered by slaves and
freedom fighters as they set a path towards freedom through the darkest of nights. Yes we can. It was sung
by immigrants as they struck out from distant shores and explorers who pushed westward against an
unforgiving wilderness. Yes we can. Yes we can to justice and equality. Yes we can to opportunity and
prosperity. Yes we can heal this nation. Yes we can repair this world. Yes we can.

— Remarks of Senator Barack Obama on New Hampshire Primary Night —
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Man is not a free agent in any one instant of his life. He is connected to society and subjected to the rules
and norms that it imposes on all its members. Man is born without his own agreement, his organization
does in no way depend upon himself, his ideas come to him involuntarily, and his habits are in the power
of those who cause him to contract them. Man is constantly modified by causes, whether visible or
concealed, over which he has no control. He is good or bad, happy or miserable, wise or foolish, reasonable
or irrational, without choosing to be in any of these states. Nevertheless, in spite of society’s bond, it is
pretended that he chooses how to interact with society and that he does so on his own terms, when, in

reality, it is the society that determines what must happen.

— Paul Holbach, System of Nature —
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— Clifford Geertz, Interpretation of Culture —
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— David Samper, “Talking Sheng” —
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— William Shaw, Business Ethics —
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