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According to the Judeo-Christian' theory of human mind, the mind is made up of several parts, present at
birth, which include a moral sense, an ability to love, a capacity for reason, and a decision faculty. God
implants ideals that correspond to reality in the mind’s faculties. Another influential theory of human mind
is the Blank Slate introduced by John Locke. According to this theory, the human mind has no inherent’
structure. Instead, people’s minds are shaped by their experiences with each experience adding something to
the originally blank slate. In this way the mind’s functions are determined by society and by individuals
themselves.

— Steven Pinker, The Blank Slate —
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The nature versus nurture debate concerns the relative correlation of sibling trals

Shared family environment

importance of an individual’s innate qualities versus personal

0.9
experiences in determining or causing individual differences in 33
06
mental and behavioral traits. The chart on the right illustrates §§
0.2 —] A
three patterns one might see when studying the influence of © — e
TraitB Trait C

Trait A

genes and environment on such traits in individuals. Trait A
shows a high sibling correlation,” but little heritability.” Trait = '@emticeltwins = Biological siblings = Adoptive siblings
B shows a high heritability since trait correlation rises sharply

with the degree of genetic similarity. Trait C shows that the degree to which individuals display Trait C has
little to do with either genes or broadly predictable environmental factors. The traits of an individual are
always a complex mixture of both environmental and genetic factors.

— Wikipedia (Nov. 12, 2011) —
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— Ruth Benedict, Patterns of Culture —
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